Gas strategy impacts
on agriculture’s capital
What does a gas-led economic recovery strategy
mean for Australian farms and farmers?

message from the ceo
thoughts from the paddock

2018 was a year of extremes. From amazing highs
as thousands rallied in the streets of Sydney to
demand a clean energy future, through to extreme
lows as devastating drought took hold across
eastern Australia and parts of Western Australia.
It’s been an incredible journey and a tremendous
privilege to work with farmers across Australia to
drive climate action both behind and beyond the
farm gate.
Even in the toughest times, as our farmers have
faced dry dams, parched paddocks and offloading
stock, Farmers for Climate Action has been there to
support and empower them to take positive action
to address climate change.
A huge thank you to our board, staff, donors and
supporters. It has been an absolute pleasure
to lead such a high-impact, purpose-driven
organisation.
2018 was a year of extremes. From amazing highs
as thousands rallied in the streets of Sydney to
demand a clean energy future, through to extreme
lows as devastating drought took hold across
eastern Australia and parts of Western Australia.

Wendy Cohen

CEO, Farmers for Climate Action

“Action on climate change in Australia by all
levels of government and all sectors of industry
is critical for my farm and my business. That
action will provide clarity for me to
pursue strategies that will help me and my
son prepare for a changing and deteriorating
climate, and provide opportunities
for my business to start sequestering carbon.”

It’s been an incredible journey and a tremendous
privilege to work with farmers across Australia to
drive climate action both behind and beyond the
farm gate.
Even in the toughest times, as our farmers have
faced dry dams, parched paddocks and offloading
stock, Farmers for Climate Action has been there to
support and empower them to take positive action
to address climate change.

“Growing cane
with a focus on carbon
retention is one of the
best ways to get
carbon out of the air and
into the soil and offers a
range of benefits”.

A huge thank you to our board, staff, donors and
supporters. It has been an absolute pleasure
to lead such a high-impact, purpose-driven
organisation.
There’s a lot of work to be done, and I look forward
to rolling up my sleeves with all of you in 2019!

Robert Lee,
Larras Lee farmer and FCA supporter
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agriculture is climate smart
focus area one

As farmers on the front line of climate change,

Thanks to connections made through Farmers

helping shift our sector to become more

for Climate Action, information regarding

sustainable and climate resilient is one of our

climate adaptation and climate smart

top priorities. Across our broad supporter base,

agriculture is flowing across commodities

there are a diverse range of experiences and

and geographical boundaries. The drought

views on the best approaches to sustainably

has provided a key impetus for improving of

increase productivity and production, maintain

shared learning, while the challenges in the

ecosystems, strengthen capacity
for adaptation
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soil quality.
to a clean

catchment.

Gas Security Mechanism

growth economy

Powering Queensland
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Holistic managers, organic producers,

Our farmers networks are both formal and

carbon farmers
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different ACT
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We believe
this diversity is one
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meetings and events. They are also informally

of the strengths of our movement.

driven by farmers reaching out to drive their

Throughout 2018, our farmer-to-farmer
Victoria’s Renewable

own conversations across social media and

networks grew dramatically, in both size and

through phone calls.

extent of ongoing learning and development. It

We seek to work collaboratively across the

is now common for our farmers from Victoria

sector and beyond, and are forging strong

to engage in shared learning with our farmers

relationships with leading organisations in the

from South Australia, and our Queensland

agriculture, natural resource management and

graziers to reach out to their New South Wales

climate realms

Policy Framework

Strategy 2019-25

Gas Plan

Energy Policy 2020-25

Energy Action Plan

Tasmania’s
Climate Action Plan

Tasmania Energy
Strategy

Northern Territory Climate Change
Response: Towards 2050

Climate Change Strategy
and Blue Carbon Strategy

counterparts.

Greenhouse Gas Emissions
Policy for Major Projects

Northern Territory
Gas Strategy

South Australia’s Energy
and Mining Strategy

Western Australia
Domestic Gas Policy
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“ It’s not about money

for us – it’s about
ensuring we can
protect the land
for future generations.”
Brigid Price
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NATURAL CAPITAL

The stocks of natural assets (which include soil, air, water
and all living things) from which a wide range of services
are derived to support life on earth
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The networks of relationships among people in a particular
society which enable that society to function effectively

Figure 2: Impacts on agriculture cannot be separated
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